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CITY OF HOUSTON
CODE OF ORDINANCES
HOUSTON MUNICODE

CH. 10 = BUILDINGS & NEIGHBORHOOD PROTECTION
CH. 19 = FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT
CH. 26 = PARKING
CH. 33 = PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
CH. 40 = STREETS & SIDEWALKS
CH. 42 = SUBDIVISIONS, DEVELOPMENTS, PLATTING

https://library.municode.com/tx/houston/codes/code_of_ordinances


PROJECT
TIMELINE

https://houstontx.gov/planning/wp-timeline.html
https://houstontx.gov/planning/wp-timeline.html


AUTO-CENTRIC SUBURBAN STYLE DEVELOPMENT



PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY URBAN DEVELOPMENT



PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLYAUTO-CENTRIC

ONE SIZE FITS ALL



Summary Report 
Walkable Places 
Framework 

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/Walkable_Places_Summary_Report.pdf


Public Comment Matrix with Staff's Recommendations
Proposed Ordinance Framework

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/draft_public_commment_matrix_02282020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/draft_public_commment_matrix_02282020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/draft_public_commment_matrix_02282020.pdf


PILOT AREAS



WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
HOGAN/LORRANIE STREET

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html
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WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
HOGAN/LORRANIE STREET

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
MIDTOWN

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-midtown.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
MIDTOWN

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-midtown.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
MIDTOWN

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-midtown.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
EMANCIPATION AVENUE

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-emancipation-avenue.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
HOGAN/LORRANIE STREET

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WALKABLE PLACES PILOT AREAS
HOGAN/LORRANIE STREET

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN REALM RULES
ALL WALKABLE PLACES AREAS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PROPOSED BUILDING DESIGN RULES | COMMERCIAL
ALL WALKABLE PLACES AREAS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PROPOSED BUILDING DESIGN RULES | SINGLE-FAMILY
ALL WALKABLE PLACES AREAS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PROPOSED SITE DESIGN RULES
ALL WALKABLE PLACES AREAS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PROPOSED OFF-STREET PARKING RULES
ALL WALKABLE PLACES AREAS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WHEN WALKABLE PLACES RULES APPLY
TO EXISTING OR OPT-IN DEVELOPMENT

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WHEN WALKABLE PLACES RULES APPLY
PEDESTRIAN REALM STANDARDS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WALKABLE PLACES BUILDING/SITE DESIGN STANDARDS

NON-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html
https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


WALKABLE PLACES OFF=STREET PARKING STANDARDS
EXCEPT IN SPECIAL PARKING AREA

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


CITY OF HOUSTON
USERS’ GUIDE FOR WALKABLE PLACE
& TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

View Here

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/DRAFT_FOR_REVIEW_WP_and_TOD_Users_Guide_010320.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/DRAFT_FOR_REVIEW_WP_and_TOD_Users_Guide_010320.pdf


https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2019/07/17/houston-extends-minimum-parking-exemptions-east-end-midtown




Summary Report 
Transit Oriented 
Development Rules 

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/TOD_Ordinance_Summary_Report.pdf


Proposed 
Transit-oriented Development Standards

https://houstontx.gov/planning/tod-standards.html


WHEN TOD RULES APPLY
TO EXISTING OR OPT-IN DEVELOPMENT

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


PEDESTRIAN REALM STANDARDS
FOR TOD STREETS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


BUILDING/SITE DESIGN STANDARDS

NON-SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html
https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


OFF-STREET PARKING STANDARDS
FOR TOD STREETS

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


DETERMINING THE TYPE OF TOD STREET
THREE-STEP PROCESS FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY

https://houstontx.gov/planning/walkable-places-hogan-lorranie.html


Summary Report 
Process to Determine 
TOD Streets

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf


https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2019/07/17/houston-extends-minimum-parking-exemptions-east-end-midtown
https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2019/07/17/houston-extends-minimum-parking-exemptions-east-end-midtown


Better Places Initiative
Scope & Timeline

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf


Better Places Initiative
Scope & Timeline

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
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Better Places Initiative
Scope & Timeline

https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf
https://houstontx.gov/planning/docs_pdfs/walkable_places/Proposed%20TOD%20Street%20Designation%20Process%2005142020.pdf


THE PURPOSE OF 
THE BUILDING 

CODE IS TO KEEP 
CITIZENS SAFE.



HOUSTON PERMITTING
HOUSTONPERMITTINGCENTER.ORG

PLANNING TO PERMITTING

ONLINE PERMITS 
WEBSITE

PERMIT FORMS & 
GUIDELINES

BUILDING CODE 
ENFORCEMENT

https://houstonpermittingcenter.org/city-of-houston-permits/online-permits.html
https://houstonpermittingcenter.org/city-of-houston-permits/online-permits.html
https://houstonpermittingcenter.org/city-of-houston-permits/online-permits.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/publications.html#permit-forms
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/code-enforcement/publications.html#permit-forms
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/building-code-enforcement.html
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/building-code-enforcement.html


HOUSTON PERMITTING
HOUSTONPERMITTINGCENTER.ORG

PLANNING TO PERMITTING

ALL CITY PERMITTING & 
LICENSING ACTIVITY

FROM RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
CODE TO SIGNAGE TO 
FLOODPLAIN 
DEVELOPMENT

PLAN REVIEW & FEES

http://houstonpermittingcenter.org
http://mycity.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cb3c94a31dfa489f9a8872ffe04cda25


RESIDENTIAL PERMITTING
PLANNING TO PERMITTING

RESIDENTIAL PERMITTING 101

HOUSTONPERMITTINGCENTER.ORG

WHEN LISTING
DISCLOSING PERMITTING 
STATUS ON ANY WORK IS 
REQUIRED

SECTION 5

https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/divisions/planning/enforcement/residential_permitting_101.pdf


RESIDENTIAL PERMITTING
PLANNING TO PERMITTING

RESIDENTIAL PERMITTING 101

HOUSTONPERMITTINGCENTER.ORG

WHEN UNDER CONTRACT 
SELLER MUST OBTAIN 
ALL REQUIRED PERMITS 
FOR REPAIRS

PARAGRAPH 7 F.

https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/divisions/planning/enforcement/residential_permitting_101.pdf


PERMITTING
HOW TO FIND 
SOLD PERMITS

PAST 3 YEARS AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

EMAIL 
HPC.OPENRECORDS@
HOUSTONTX.GOV
FOR OLDER RECORDS

http://www.cohtora.houstontx.gov/approot/soldpermits/online_permit.htm
mailto:HPC.OPENRECORDS@HOUSTONTX.GOV
mailto:HPC.OPENRECORDS@HOUSTONTX.GOV


PERMITTING
HAS IT PASSED 
INSPECTIONS?
YOU CAN’T KNOW THE 
WORK WAS DONE RIGHT 
UNTIL IT HAS PASSED 
FINAL INSPECTION

https://www.pdinet.pd.houstontx.gov/cohilms/webs/Inspection_Lookup.asp


PERMITTING
PLANNING TO PERMITTING

RESIDENTIAL PERMITTING 101

THERE ARE MANY
LAYERS OF REVIEW 
AND COMMENT

READ THE 
COMMENTS 
CAREFULLY

PROJECT NUMBER EX. 
15026889

https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/divisions/planning/enforcement/residential_permitting_101.pdf
https://www.pdinet.pd.houstontx.gov/cohilms/webs/Inspection_Lookup.asp
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_w_poEEm4A-Z3BxeTZHNjdPdjJ3dDRwSTFCcXliSE9KY0xJ


HOUSTON
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